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democracy in our country. On October 16th, the President replied that he would, 
together with his associates, give our suggestion “careful consideration.” 

The President’s decision to call such a meeting will depend in large measure 
upon whether significant portions of the American publi’c let him know that they 
believe that such a meeting is practicable and desirable. I am therefore writing to 
you to suggest that, if you are in agreement with this proposal, you write to the 
President in your own capacity or as head of the body that you represent inform- 
ing him of your views. 

I shall be grateful to you for your comments and, if you write to the President, 
for a copy of your communication. 

Copies of my letter and wire to the President and his reply are i n ~ l u d e d . ~  

Yours sincerely 
[signed] 
Joachim Prinz, 
President 

JP:rf 
Encl. 

TU. MLKP-MBU: BOX 33A. 

4. Prinz to Eisenhower, 26 September 1958 and 1 2  October 1958; Eisenhower to Prinz, 16 Octo- 
ber 1958. 

To Wyatt Tee Walker 

29 October 1958 
[Montgomery, Ala.] 

On I 6 October Walker wrote of his congregationk concern fw Kings health and 
proposed several dates for King to speak in Petenburg, Virginia. Walker also enclosed 
a copr of a I 6 October letter he wrote to SCLC executive director John Talky stating 
his intention to form an SCLC branch in Virginia and to distribute Stride Toward 
Freedom. 

Rev. Wyatt Tee Walker, Minister 
The Gillfield Baptist Church 
209 Perry Street 
Petersburg, Virginia 

Dear Tee: 

This is just a note to acknowledge receipt of your very kind letter of October 16. 
I should say to you in the beginning that I must be intensely interested in you and 518 
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your work, because this is about the first letter that I have dictated to my secre- 
tary since the incident in New York. My doctors have urged me to rest at least an- 
other month without even dictating letters. But for Tee Walker, I am willing to dis- 
obey the doctors orders. 

Because of the unfortunate incident in New York, my physicians have urged me 
to limit my speaking engagements for the next year. They suggest this in order to 
assure a complete recovery. In an attempt to follow this request from my physi- 
cians, I find that I must not accept any additional engagements for 1959. I will be 
very happy to consider your 1960 invitation. As soon as I begin accepting engage- 
ments for 1960, I will let you hear from me. 

I am glad to know that you are interested in being an agent for the distribution 
of my book in Petersburg. I will discuss this matterwith Rev. Tilley injust a few days. 

It was certainly good hearing from you. Give my best regards to your lovely 
family. 

Yours very truly, 
Martin L. King, Jr. 

29 Oct 
1958 

TLc. MLKP-MBU: Box 73. 

To Eleanor Roosevelt 

29 October 1958 
Montgomery, Ala. 

On 2 0  October Birmingham police arrested thirteen Afiican Americans for violating 
an ordinance mandating segregated seating on city buses. Fred Shuttleswmth was 
arrested on conspiracy charges the following day, and on 23 October the fourteen 
protesters were convicted and held without bond to await sentencing.’ On 2 7 October 
three Montgomery ministers, sent by the MIA to support the Birmingham campaign, 
were arrested for vagrancy at the Shuttbworth home.2 In the following telegram, 
King informs Roosevelt of a “virtual reign of terror” against Birmingham S black 
leaders and urges her to press the attorney general and Alabama oficials for an 
in~estigation.~ 

1 .  Ted Poston, “Negro Leaders Held Incommunicado in Ala.,” New Yonk Post, 27 October 1958. 
2. In response to suggestions that the arrests of ministers Solomon S. Seay, A. W. Wilson, and 

H. H. Hubbard were heavy-handed, police commissioner Eugene Connor declared that “Birming- 
ham does not need any outside agitators coming into our city and dabbling in our affairs” (“Birm- 
ingham Police Seize Three Montgomery Ministers,” AtluntuDuily Wwld, 28 October 1958). 

3. King sent similar telegrams to several labor leaders and civil rights supporters, including 
Stephen G. Cary of the American Friends Service Committee. After Attorney General William Rogers 
agreed to investigate the jailings, Connor accused King and others of conspiring to provoke federal 
intervention in the case (“King-Reuther Team Blamed In Jury Probe,” Montgomery Advertiser, 19 No- 
vember 1958; see also King to Cary, 30 October 1958, and Cary to King, 3 November 1958). 519 
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